CLOSING ADDRESS BY THE HONOURABLE BRIGEDIA GENERAL ADAM MWAKANJUKI, MINISTER OF STATE PRESIDENT’S OFFICE, CONSTITUTIONAL AFFAIRS AND GOOD GOVERNANCE

TO

THE 4TH ANNUAL BUSINESS ETHICS NETWORK OF AFRICA (BEN-AFRICA) CONFERENCE

STONE TOWN, ZANZIBAR, 3RD SEPTEMBER 2004

_____________________________________________________

The President of BEN AFRICA,

The Chairman of BEN Africa Tanzania Chapter, Distinguished delegates, ladies and gentlemen.

I trust that the last three days here were fruitful. I was informed that your programme had three major events: your conference, the launch of BEN-Africa Tanzania Chapter and your General Assembly, held once in every four years. I am reliably informed that all were successfully conducted. I also trust that you took some time off and see our beautiful Island. I now extend to you an invitation to visit the rest of our country – visit Pemba, Tanzania Mainland and see the abundant Wildlife and enjoy the hospitality of our people.

Looking at your constitution, your objectives, vision and mission and your aspirations, I am impressed and convinced that my Ministry which is directly responsible for promoting good governance can utilize your services, benefit from your pooled experience and indeed, your collective wisdom. I therefore look forward to enhanced collaboration and cooperation between my Ministry and all of you. 

I am informed that you learned and shared experience on corporate governance, ethics, whistle blowing and the concern on HIV/AIDS as they affect the business environment. These are issues of great concern to all of us in Africa. In your deliberations, you placed a great deal of emphasis on fair treatment of employees with HIV/AIDS by their employers.  I wish to add that employers must ensure equal opportunity to employees when it comes to issues of gender, HIV, ethnicity, etc.  This is part of good ethical behaviour by employers.

The major problem in the Continent of Africa is poverty, which is caused in part by the behaviour of the people who hold important positions in organizations, both public and private. Unethical behaviour by some leaders in the public sector, who engage themselves in grand corruption have contributed in impoverishing the Continent of Africa. In the same vain Business Executives have also been responsible for the rape and plunder of the Continent. BEN Africa can play a major role. 

I am impressed by the fact that this is an African Initiative, driven by Africans for the benefit of Africa. This is in line with the aspirations of NEPAD. Above all, I am more than gratified to note that BEN - Africa promotes partnership for progress among the Academia, Business Community and Government. This again heralds a new dawn in the development process of our Continent.

Ladies and Gentlemen, I am convinced that you have made an impression on Zanzibar. I trust that Zanzibar too has made an impression on you. I hope that collectively we can make a difference in Africa. I ask each one of you today to shout and say “WE CAN AND WILL MAKE A DIFFERENCE”.

Ladies and Gentlemen, take some time off, to have tour of the Old Stone town, enjoy yourselves and take a piece of Zanzibar to the loved ones you left at home. 

Mr. President of BEN AFRICA,

Distinguished delegates, ladies and gentlemen I now have the honour and privilege to declare the 4th Annual Conference of BEN Africa officially closed.

Best wishes to you all and have a safe journey home.
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